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It  is  a  pleasure  to  welcome  you  to  Florida, 
the  land  of  sunshine.  This  booklet  has  been 
prepared  by  the  Florida  Game  and  Fresh 
Water  Fish  Commission  with  the  hope  that  it 
will  enable  you  to  enjoy  to  a  greater  degree  the 
vast  array  of  wildlife  with  which  the  Sunshine 
State  is  blessed. 

Here  is  presented  in  capsule  form  a  dis- 
cussion of  our  principal  game  species;  their 
past,  present,  and  future.  Our  woodlands,  fields, 
lakes,  and  streams  support  a  variety  of  fish  and 
game.  They  are  available  for  your  pleasure;  we 
hope  you  will  take  the  opportunity  to  enjoy  them. 

You  are  invited  to  address  any  questions 
you  may  have  regarding  the  wildlife  resources 
of  the  State  to  the  Game  and  Fresh  Water  Fish 
Commission,  Tallahassee,  Florida.  We  will 
be  happy  to  be  of  service  to  you. 
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Introduction 

Florida,  by  virtue  of  its  year  around  favor- 
able climate,  good  soil,  extensive  woodlands, 
and  abundance  of  lakes  and  streams,  is  the 
homeland  of  an  impressive  array  of  wildlife. 

The  annals  of  the  state  are  inseparably  en- 
twined with  the  history  of  its  wildlife.  It  is  a 
story  of  a  prodigious  early  day  abundance  of 
natural  resources,  a  dark  chapter  of  shameful 
waste  and  abuse,  and  a  brighter  report  of  present 
day  management  and  restoration. 

So  successful  have  been  the  efforts  of  those 
charged  with  the  responsibility  for  the  well 
being  of  our  game  and  fish  that,  at  least  in 
many  areas,  we  are  able  to  gain  an  insight  into 
the  abundance  of  wildlife  that  was  so  much 
a  part  of  the  early  day  scene. 

This  pamphlet  has  been  prepared  for  you 
with  the  hope  that  it  will  serve  as  an  intro- 
duction to  some  of  our  more  important  wildlife 
species. 

Hunting  and  fishing  play  an  important  role 
in  the  activities  of  our  recreation-conscious  State. 
Liberal  seasons  and  bag  limits,  in  keeping  with 
the  wise  use  of  this  important  resource,  give 
out-of-state  visitors  as  well  as  residents  the  op- 
portunity to  enjoy  adventure  afield  with  rod 
and  gun  in  the  Sunshine  State. 


White-tailed   Deer 


THE  WHITE-TAILED  DEER  is  the  most  SOUght 
after  of  Florida's  big  game  animals.  The 
species  occurs  in  nearly  every  county  of  the  State 
in  sufficient  numbers  to  provide  good  to  excellent 
hunting. 

In  earlier  times,  the  Florida  white-tail  was 
subjected  to  year  around  hunting  by  settlers 
and  market  hunters.  Coupled  with  the  effects 
of  the  heedless  exploitation  of  deer  habitat,  the 
herds  all  but  disappeared  except  in  those  areas 
which  were  remote  and  inaccessible. 

Today,  under  the  influence  of  a  progressive 
program  of  game  management  and  efficient  law 
enforcement,  coupled  with  the  cooperation  of 
an  enlightened  public,  the  deer  population  of 
the  Sunshine  State  is  on  the  upswing.  Florida's 
present  white-tail  population  is  estimated  to 
number  some  55,000. 

Given  proper  protection  and  suitable  habitat 
the  reproductive  capacity  of  the  white-tail  is 
such  that  the  continued  well-being  of  the  species 
is  assured. 

After  a  gestation  period  of  approximately 
seven  months,  one  or  two  fawns  are  born. 

During  the  first  few  days  of  life,  the  fawn 
is  relatively  inactive,  alternating  periods  of  nurs- 
ing with  intervals  of  quiet  dozing  in  a  secluded 
spot  while  the  doe  feeds  nearby.  After  a  few 
days,  the  fawn  is  able  to  follow  the  mother  in 
her  wanderings. 

Deer  are  browsing  animals,  feeding  mainly 
on  the  leaves  and  finer  stems  of  a  variety  of 
plants.  During  the  fall,  acorns  provide  an  im- 
portant and  highly  acceptable  food  item. 


Turkey 


Occurring  in  nearly  every  county  of  the 
State,  the  wild  turkey  offers  the  aspiring 
nimrod  the  ultimate  in  game  bird  hunting.  Be- 
cause of  its  large  size  and  superb  qualities  as 
a  table  bird,  the  turkey  has  been  the  object  of 
a  great  deal  of  attention  from  hunters  since 
the  earliest  days  of  white  settlement.  Heedless 
slaughter  of  the  birds  by  early  settlers  and 
market  hunters,  plus  heavy  utilization  of  the 
habitat  by  domestic  stock  and  reduction  of 
turkey  habitat  under  the  axe  and  plow,  elimi- 
nated the  species  from  all  but  the  more  remote 
and  secluded  portions  of  the  state. 

Under  protection  and  management,  the  wild 
turkey  population  of  Florida  has  for  the  past 
several  years  been  increasing  rapidly. 

In  the  matter  of  habitat,  the  well-being 
of  the  species  requires  the  presence  of  broad- 
leaved,  mast-producing  forests  or  cypress  swamps 
that  offer  a  suitable  food  supply  during  the 
winter  months,  roosting  cover,  and  protection 
from  natural  enemies.  During  the  summer,  it 
is  not  uncommon  to  find  turkeys  in  open  pine 
flatwoods  or  prairies  several  miles  from  forest 
cover.  Insects  and  various  seeds  and  other  plant 
parts  form  a  major  portion  of  the  summer  diet. 
During  the  fall  and  winter,  acorns,  especially 
those  of  the  live  oak,  assume  a  major  role. 

After  the  spring  breeding  season,  the  gobblers 
go  on  about  their  own  affairs  and  take  no  part 
in  the  care  of  the  young. 

The  hen  lays  from  8-12  eggs  which  require 
28  days  of  incubation  before  they  are  ready  to 
hatch. 

5 


Bobwhite   Quail 


Florida's  most  popular  game  bird,  the  bob- 
white  quail,  is  found  in  every  section  of  the 
State  being  as  much  at  home  in  the  corn  and 
peanut  fields  of  north  Florida  as  in  the  pine 
islands  of  the  Everglades  section.  Although 
there  is  no  county  in  the  State  that  does  not 
offer  quail  shooting,  two  specific  areas  are  held 
in  highest  regard  by  bobwhite  hunters  —  the 
open  flatwoods  of  the  southern  part  of  the  State 
and  the  hilly  farm  lands  of  the  northwest. 

The  bobwhite  is  essentially  a  bird  of  the  farm 
lands  and  open  pine  woods,  however,  the  species 
may  be  found  in  other  types  of  habitat  where 
their  needs  for  food,  water,  and  cover  may  be 
satisfied. 

The  bobwhite  population  is  subject  to  the 
cyclic  rise  and  fall  that  has  been  noted  in  many 
other  wildlife  forms.  The  reasons  for  this  fluc- 
tuation in  numbers  is  as  yet  obscure  but  weather 
conditions  appear  to  have  an  important  bearing 
on  the  matter. 

Bobwhites  like  company  and  are  seldom 
found  singly.  The  unmated  males  are  largely 
responsible  for  the  familiar  "bobwhite"  calls  so 
much  a  part  of  the  spring  and  summer  outdoors. 

The  task  of  raising  a  family  is  shared  equally 
by  the  male  and  female.  The  male  usually  builds 
the  nest  and  the  female  incubates  the  clutch  of 
eggs  that  number  from  11  to  17.  Both  birds  give 
their  attention  to  the  care  of  the  young.  If  mis- 
fortune should  befall  either  of  the  parent  birds, 
the  other  assumes  full  responsibility  for  hatch- 
ing the  eggs  and  caring  for  the  young. 
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Squirrels 


Two  species  of  squirrels,  the  gray  or  cat 
squirrel  and  the  fox  squirrel,  are  distributed 
throughout  Florida.  The  gray  squirrel  is  found 
chiefly  in  the  dense  broad-leaf  forests  and  cy- 
press swamps.  The  larger  fox  squirrel  is  an 
animal  of  the  open  pine  woods.  Because  of  the 
type  of  country  in  which  the  fox  squirrel  is 
found,  the  species  is  easily  hunted  and,  in  the 
past,  the  population  was  greatly  reduced  by 
hunters.  After  several  years  of  protection,  the 
fox  squirrel  has  regained  something  of  its  former 
abundance  and  may  again  be  legally  hunted. 

The  fox  squirrel  is  comparatively  slow  and 
awkward  in  its  movements  and,  coupled  with 
the  open  nature  of  its  chosen  habitat  which 
makes  their  hunting  an  easy  proposition,  is  con- 
sidered inferior  to  the  gray  squirrel  in  sporting 
qualities. 

Both  species  construct  nests  of  twigs  and 
leaves  in  the  branches  of  trees.  Upon  occasion, 
both  the  gray  squirrel  and  the  fox  squirrel  may 
select  a  deserted  woodpecker  hole  or  similar 
tree  cavity  for  their  nest. 

In  Florida,  squirrels  produce  two  litters  of 
from  3  to  4  young  each  year. 

Acorns,  pine  seeds,  buds,  and  a  variety  of 
grains  and  tender  vegetation  compose  the  bulk 
of  the  diet  of  both  species.  Fox  squirrels  are 
particularly  partial  to  pine  seeds. 


Waterfowl 


Suitable  bodies  of  water  throughout  the  State 
support  sizeable  populations  of  migratory 
waterfowl  during  the  fall,  winter,  and  spring 
seasons. 

Canada  goose  hunting  is  confined  largely 
to    the    coastal   marshes    of   northwest    Florida. 

The  scaup  or  bluebill  is  the  most  abundant 
of  the  ducks  hunted  in  the  salt  water  areas, 
although  redheads,  canvasbacks,  and  other  "big 
water"  species  are  not  uncommon.  In  the  fresh- 
water marshes  and  lakes,  the  ring-necked  duck  is 
the  most  common,  although  mallards,  teal,  pin- 
tails, baldpates,  and  the  other  Atlantic  flyway 
species  are  well  represented. 

One  species,  the  Florida  duck,  is  found  only 
in  the  Sunshine  State  and  although  numerically 
insignificant,  does  provide  considerable  shooting 
in  the  marshes  of  the  upper  St.  Johns  River. 

The  wood  duck  is  the  other  common  perma- 
nent resident  of  the  State.  The  species  is  pri- 
marily a  resident  of  wooded  swamps,  streams, 
and  ponds  throughout  Florida.  Unlike  most  other 
waterfowl,  the  wood  duck  nests  in  tree  cavities 
which  may  be  as  much  as  60  feet  above  the 
ground.  The  wood  duck  in  former  years  was 
greatly  reduced  in  numbers.  Protection  resulted 
in  restoration  of  the  species  and  they  may 
again  be  included  in  the  daily  bag  limit  of  the 
waterfowl  hunter. 
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Alligator 


Florida  is  one  of  the  few  States  where  the 
alligator  still  occurs  in  large  numbers. 

In  the  spring  or  early  summer,  the  female 
'gator  constructs  a  nest  by  scraping  together  a 
large  pile  of  sticks,  leaves,  and  mud  in  some 
sheltered  spot,  usually  close  to  the  water.  In 
this  nest  she  deposits  several  dozen  large  white 
eggs.  Heat  is  generated  by  the  decaying  of  the 
organic  material  in  the  nest  and  the  eggs  are 
thus  incubated.  The  female  remains  in  the  vi- 
cinity and  guards  her  nest  against  intrusion. 

As  the  young  hatch,  they  set  up  a  curious 
grunting  sound  which  is  a  signal  for  the  female 
to  tear  the  nest  apart,  liberating  the  newly 
hatched  'gators. 

This  is  the  extent  of  the  'gators  maternal 
duties  and  as  soon  as  she  has  completed  the 
task  of  releasing  the  young  from  the  nest,  her 
brood  must  make  their  own  way  in  the  world. 
Since  the  incubation  period  is  rather  long,  the 
young  sometimes  do  not  hatch  until  late  autumn 
in  which  case  they  may  spend  the  winter  with 
the  female  in  her  den.  However,  she  pays  little 
attention  to  them  and  does  not  provide  them 
with  food. 

Small  'gators  are  subject  to  attack  by  many 
natural  enemies  among  which  are  included  otter, 
mink,  raccoons  and  larger  alligators.  Growth  of 
the  young  is  rapid,  however,  and  by  the  time 
the  'gator  is  18  months  old,  he  is  large  enough 
to  defend  himself  against  most  of  his  enemies. 
During  the  first  few  years  of  life,  alligators  grow 
from  12  to  18  inches  a  year.  Thereafter  the  rate 
of  growth  is  much  slower. 

The  old  males  are  apt  to  be  very  irritable 
and  bold,  especially  in  areas  where  they  have 
not  been  persecuted  by  man. 
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Mourning  Dove 


In  Florida  the  mourning  or  turtle  dove  is 
second  only  to  the  bobwhite  in  popularity 
as  a  small  game  bird.  He  is  found  throughout 
the  state  during  the  entire  year  but  is  most 
abundant  in  winter  due  to  the  arrival  of  migrants 
from  the  north.  Flocks  of  doves  will  be  attracted 
any  place  in  the  state  offering  fields  of  such 
favored  foods  as  corn,  peanuts  or  chufa. 

Some  of  the  state's  best  dove  hunting  is 
found  in  Northwest  Florida's  farming  country. 
Hunting  success  varies  considerably  from  year 
to  year  and  depends  to  a  high  degree  upon  the 
number  of  birds  that  migrate  from  the  north. 

Mourning  dove  nests  are  built  in  trees  from 
5  to  20  feet  above  the  ground  and  are  of  flimsy 
construction.  Once  in  a  while  they  build  their 
nest  on  the  ground.  Generally,  two  eggs  are  laid 
and  the  male  and  female  alternate  in  incubating 
them  and  later  taking  care  of  the  young. 

Doves  prefer  to  travel  in  flocks,  sometimes 
numbering  several  hundred  birds.  However, 
when  they  are  paired  for  breeding  they  remain 
alone  and  shun  other  company. 

Small  seeds  and  grain  constitute  a  dove's 
main  diet.  Unlike  the  bobwhite,  he  must  have  a 
pond  or  stream  from  which  to  obtain  his  drinking 
water. 
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Bear 


Although  until  recently  the  bear  was  unpro- 
L  tected  by  Florida  law,  due  mainly  to  the 
damage  he  causes  to  hogs  and  bee  hives,  he  has 
managed  to  maintain  himself  in  many  of  the 
state's  remote  or  inaccessible  wilderness  areas. 

Bear  hunts,  held  annually  in  the  Apalachicola 
and  Osceola  National  Forests,  and  other  areas 
have  a  high  rating  on  Florida's  hunting  calendar. 
The  Florida  bear  is  most  abundant  in  the  forests 
of  Baker  and  Columbia  counties,  the  St.  Johns 
River  swamp,  and  the  heavily  forested  areas 
along  the  Gulf  Coast. 

A  bear  does  not  breed  until  his  second  year 
and  only  every  other  year  thereafter.  From  one 
to  three  cubs  constitute  a  litter  and,  when  born, 
they  are  blind,  helpless,  practically  naked  and 
extremely  small  as  compared  with  the  size  of 
the  mother.  The  male  shows  no  interest  in  his 
children  other  than  as  a  possible  meal. 

Because  of  a  bear's  early  retreat  to  impassable 
jungle  or  swamp  territory,  he  is  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  hunt  even  with  excellent  dogs. 

Humans  are  seldom  subject  to  attack  from  a 
bear  unless  it  has  been  wounded,  cornered  or  is 
acting  in  defense  of  a  litter  of  cubs.  On  these 
occasions  it  is  a  dangerous  antagonist. 

The  food  of  the  bear  is  extremely  varied  — 
acorns,  insects,  tender  grass,  berries,  fish,  and 
practically  any  large  or  small  animal  it  can  cap- 
ture are  all  eaten  with  relish.  One  of  its  favorite 
foods  in  Florida  is  the  heart  or  bud  of  the  cab- 
bage palm,  which  it  breaks  out  with  its  powerful 
forearms. 
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Panther 


The  panther  has  not  adapted  himself  to  the 
advances  of  civilization  as  effectively  as  the 
bobcat,  and  is  confined  mainlv  to  the  remote 
fastness  of  the  Everglades.  However,  at  times  he 
is  inclined  to  roam  far  from  his  natural  haunt,  a 
trait  that  has  resulted  in  his  occasional  appear- 
ance at  surprising  places  in  well-settled  portions 
of  the  state. 

Hunting  panthers  with  hounds  is  an  exciting 
sport  but  one  that  very  definitely  is  not  for 
tenderfeet. 

The  panther's  breeding  habits  and  number  of 
young  closely  resemble  the  bobcat.  The  deer  is 
considered  the  normal  food  of  a  panther  but  he 
readily  takes  other  mammals  and  birds  or  reptiles 
of  suitable  size.  He  is  also  capable  of  causing 
serious  damage  to  livestock. 

Although  he  is  physically  capable  of  killing 
man  with  ease,  there  have  been  few  authentic 
cases  of  his  unprovoked  attack  on  humans  in  the 
history  of  North  America. 
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Cottontail  Rabbit 


On  the  basis  of  the  total  annual  harvest  and 
the  number  of  hunters  seeking  the  species,  the 
cottontail  is  regarded  as  the  most  important  game 
animal  in  the  United  States.  Cottontails  occur 
throughout  the  state  although  they  are  not  as 
extensively  hunted  in  Florida  as  they  are  in  those 
states  where  more  favored  game  is  less  abundant. 

In  the  northern  part  of  Florida,  young  are  pro- 
duced mainly  during  the  spring  and  summer 
months.  As  many  as  three  litters  of  from  four  to 
six  young  each  may  be  born  each  season.  In 
southern  Florida  there  is  evidence  that  the  breed- 
ing season  extends  throughout  the  year. 

With  such  a  high  reproductive  potential,  cot- 
tontail rabbits  would  soon  overrun  the  country 
if  it  were  not  for  the  many  natural  enemies  that 
constantly  prey  on  the  species.  Foxes,  weasels, 
wildcats,  hawks,  and  owls  are  some  of  the  preda- 
tors important  in  keeping  the  rabbits  under 
control. 

The  female  makes  a  nest  of  fine  grass  and 
other  soft  vegetation  which  is  mixed  with  fur 
plucked  from  her  body.  The  young  are  small 
and  helpless  at  birth  but  within  a  short  time  they 
gain  strength  and  agility.  They  are  able  to  leave 
the  nest  about  two  weeks  after  birth  and  are 
soon  able  to  care  for  themselves. 

Cottontails  do  not  store  food  as  do  the  squir- 
rels, nor  do  they  hibernate  even  during  the  most 
adverse  weather  of  mid-winter.  Cottontails  feed 
on  a  wide  variety  of  vegetation  including  the 
inner  bark  of  young  trees  and  shrubs,  and  the 
leaves,  buds,  berries,  and  green  twigs  of  various 
plants.  At  times  they  may  inflict  serious  damage 
on  home  gardens  and  truck  crops. 
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R&JpOtt     Game  and   Fish 
Law  violators  to  the  nearest 
Wildlife  Officer! 

He's  protecting  something 
that  belongs  to  you! 


I  GIVE    MY 

PLEDGE    AS   AN   AMERICAN 

TO    SAVE   AND   FAITHFULLY  TO 

DEFEND  FROM  WASTE   THE 

NATURAL    RESOURCES    OF 

MY   COUNTRY  -   ITS    SOIL 

AND   MINERALS.   ITS 

FORESTS.  WATERS. 

AND  WILDLIFE 


For  a  complete  summary  of  the  hunting, 
trapping  and  fishing  regulations,  write  to 
the  Game  and  Fresh  Water  Fish  Commis- 
sion, Tallahassee,  Florida. 


The  Florida  Magazine  for  All  Sportsmen 

containing 

Features,  Stories  and  Departments 
about: 


Conservation 
Natural    Resources 
Hunting  and   Fishing 
Fish   and  Game   Laws 
Clubs  and  Associations 
Game  Commission   News 


SUBSCRIBE  NOW 


FILL   OUT   AND   MAIL   TO: 
FLORIDA   WILDLIFE 

Game    and    Fresh    Water    Fish    Commission 
Tallahassee,    Fla. 

Enclosed  is  $2  to  cover  one  year's  subscription  to 
Florida  Wildlife,  Florida's  OWN  outdoor  magazine. 

Name    

Address   

City  State 
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